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OLAND, a republic of
Central Europe, existing
since 1918, a reconstruc-
tion of a country of the
same name which for
centuries was a powerful
kingdom with an area
more than twice its pres-
ent size. The old Poland,
set in the midst of quar-
relling neighbors, fell a
prey to their ambitions
and was dismembered, its
territory being taken by
Austria, Prussia, and
Russia. This constituted
one of the great tragedies
of history. The defeat of the Germanic
powers in the World War and the ascend-
ency of the Communist party in E/ussia made
it possible for the Poles to reunite a large
part of their historic territory and recreate
the Polish state.
In the settling up of the new Polish re-
public the eminent pianist Jan Paderewski
had a prominent place. Throughout the war
he had devoted all of his time to helping his
suffering countrymen, and in the fall of 1918
he took a leading part in erecting a pro-
visional government which eventually secured
allied recognition. In this task he cooperated
with General Joseph Pilsudski of the Polish
legion. In January, 1919, elections were held
to choose delegates to a national assembly
to be held at the capital city, Warsaw. On
February 10 the newly elected members of
the assembly took their seats and began the
work of adopting a permanent constitution.
In the provisional government Paderewski
was Premier and General Pilsudski chief of
state, charged with executing the decisions
of the assembly.
The new Poland is an inland country, but
it was given access to the Baltic Sea by the
Treaty of Versailles by taking from Ger-
many a narrow strip of territory stretching
northward from Poland's northwest corner,
which includes the city of Danzig. This strip
is known as the "Danzig Corridor," and it
separates East Prussia from, the main body
of the German fatherland. The Corridor,
with Danzig, is officially known as the Free
City of Danzig, and is tinder control of the
League of Nations. In order to possess a
sea outlet that it could completely control,
Poland built a new port northwest of Danzig,
 at the fishing village (now city) of Gdynia,
which had a population exceeding 30,000
early in 1932.
The Land and the People. For the most
part Poland is a plain, gently sloping toward
the sea. One-third is forest area; the great
estates were largely broken up in 1925, to
provide peasant ownership of tracts as small
as 145 acres. All crops of the temperature
zone are raised; rye is the greatest cereal
crop, followed by oats, wheat, and barley.
The potato crop averages 30 million tons.
In natural riches, Poland has great coal
beds, ample petroleum deposits, natural gas,
zinc, and vast salt beds.
The are'a of the country is 149,274 square
miles; its population in 1932 was 31,950,000.
Warsaw, now called Warszawa, the capital
city, has a population of 1,179,000.
History. The Poles, like the Russians.
are a Slavonic race, and are first spoken of
in history as the Polani, a tribe or people
between the Vistula and the Oder. The
country was divided into small communities
until the reign of Mieezyslaw I (962-992),
of the Piast dynasty, who renounced pagan-
ism in favor of Christianity, and who was a
vassal of the German emperor. He was suc-
ceeded by Boleslaw the Brave (992-1025),
who raised Poland into an independent king-
dom and increased its territories. In suc-
ceeding reigns the country was involved in
war with Germany, the heathen Prussians,
the Teutonic Knights and Eussia. For a
time it prospered, on the whole, but an in-
vasion by the Mongols in 1240 and 1241
brought it to a critical condition. Instead of
a united kingdom, the country was now but
a collection of independent principalities,
which were constantly at war with one an-
other. Under Ladislas I (1306-1333) Poland
became again a united realm. The last of
the Piast dynasty was Casimir the Great
(1333-1370), during whose reign the mate-
rial prosperity of Poland greatly increased.
He was succeeded by his nephew, Louis the
Great, Mng of Hungary, whose daughter,
Hedwig, was recognized as queen in 1384.
She married Jagello, Prince of Lithuania, and
thus established the dynasty of the JageUons,
which lasted from 1386 to 1572. During this
period Poland attained its most powerful and
flourishing condition. Sigismund I (1506-
1548) was one of the greatest kings of the
line, and he brought the country to its highest
point of prosperity. In 1572 the Jagellon

